
 

 

December at a Glance… 

Friday, Dec 2   Byzantine Chant, 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec 4   The 10th Sunday of Luke 
    Parish Council Elections 
    Vasilopita Order Deadline 
    Daughter’s of Penelope  
    District Governor Visitation  
Tuesday, Dec 6  Nicholas the Wonderworker 
    Bible Study, 11 a.m. 
    NB AHEPA Meeting, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec 7  Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec 10  Vespers, 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec 11  The 11th Sunday of Luke  
    Christmas Card Deadline 
Monday, Dec 12  Spyridon the Wonderworker 
Tuesday, Dec 13  Bible Study, 11 a.m. 
    Parish Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec 14  Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec 17   Vespers, 6:00 p.m. 
    The AHEPA Family Christmas Party 
Sunday, Dec 18  The Sunday before the Nativity 
Tuesday, Dec 20  Bible Study, 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec 21  Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec 24     Christmas Eve Vigil, 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec 25       The Nativity of Jesus Christ  
Tuesday, Dec 27  Bible Study, 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec 28  Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec 31  New Year’s Eve, Vespers, 6:00 p.m. 
 

...January in Advance! 
Sunday, January 1  The Circumcision of Christ 
    Basil the Great 
    New Year’s Day 
Friday, January 6  Epiphany 
Sunday, January 8  Vasilopita Celebration 
Monday, January 16   Martin Luther King Day 

 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
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December 2022 Religious Services 
 

Sunday, December 4  
The 10th Sunday of Luke 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, December 6 
The Feast Day of Saint Nicholas 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Saturday, December 10- Vespers, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 11   
The 11th Sunday of Luke 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Monday, December 12 
The Feast Day of Saint Spyridon 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Saturday, December 17 - Vespers, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 18 
The Sunday before the Nativity of Christ 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, December 24 - Vigil, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 25  

The Nativity of our  
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, December 31 - Vespers, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Service dates and times are subject to change.  
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REMINDER 
 Please check to be certain that you have paid your 
2022 Stewardship so that you can vote in the Parish 
Council Elections on Sunday, December 4, 2022!  

The Maji - Following 
the Star to Jesus 

 The Christmas 
(Apolitikion) hymn says, 
“Your nativity, O Christ our 
God, has dawned upon the 
world, the light of 
knowledge; for thereby, 

those who worshipped the stars, by a star they were taught; You to 
adore, the only Son of Righteousness, and You to know, as the sunrise 
from on high, O Lord, glory to You.” 
 The Maji, who worshipped the stars, believed that the 
movements of the stars and planets had an influence on human life 
and events. They were religious men seeking more light and 
knowledge. Although pagans, they were part of God’s plan of 
salvation. If God were to send a prophet or angel to the Maji, they 
would not have listened. But God sent a star, because they were 
familiar with stars. The Lord created curiosity in them by sending a 
large, extraordinary star on a course unknown to them. The star was 
God’s fulfillment of their expectations, for by it they would find truth 
and knowledge. 
 Jesus, at His birth, is revealed by a star as the only true object 
of worship. Jesus, the Light of the World, would dispel darkness and 
guide us to the heavenly kingdom by exposing sin, and offering an 
alternative - God, peace, love, and joy.  
 All the Old Testament hopes are fulfilled in the Christmas star. 
All the hopes of the gentile world, represented by the Maji, are 
fulfilled in the Christmas star as well.  
 The Maji teach us how to find God and how to worship Him. 
We must be willing to follow the star, the light of God’s will. Our 
search must be sincere and diligent. We must not be so concerned 
with the problems of life, but keep our eyes on His light.  
 Like the wise men, we too must seek God’s light. It may 
disappear for awhile, but we must not lose hope, for it will always 
return. We may find God in the strangest, most undignified and 
poorest places, such as stables! Wherever He directs us we should be 
willing to go, and there is no better time to find the star than at 
Christmas. 



 

Visitors Welcome! 

 The Saint George Church Library is 
open every Sunday morning after Liturgy 
and other times by arrangement. If you 
haven’t been by in awhile, come see the 
new additions (or editions!) we have to 
offer.  

Philoptochos News 
 December is a bustling, busy month for 
everyone, and we hope you get to take the time to 
appreciate what it is we are actually all bustling 
for. Here are just a few items to add to your list: 

 

Vasilopita Sale 
 The Philoptochos society is taking last-
minute orders for Vasilopita. Please mail or bring 
the enclosed flyer in so that it is received no later 
than Sunday, December 4th. The pick-up date is 
Sunday, December 18. Please come after church, until 2:00 p.m. 
 

The Community Christmas Card 
 The Philoptochos Society Community Christmas Card 
deadline is Sunday, December 11. Please return your form and 
payment to Donna Rados or the church office to be included in 
the card this year! 
 

The Annual Philoptochos Wish Wreath 
 This year the Wish Wreath will benefit the 
Friendship Center here in New Britain. As hard as 
it is to imagine, sometimes gloves, toiletries, or 
even gift cards are all it takes to make someone’s 
Christmas a little bit brighter. Please take a card 

(or two or three!),  purchase the items, and bring them back in 
time for the December 18th deadline. This will get the items to 
people in time for Christmas. 
 

The Philoptochos Society will not be having a meeting this month. 
Have a wonderful Christmas and brand new year! 

Why did Christ  
Come to Earth? 

 

To renew mankind.  
“In a way we cannot 
understand, he took on 
and inseparably united 
himself with human 
nature; he was born both 
God and man from woman so that he could assume that same nature 
with which he created the first created; he was even born from a 
Virgin. And he did all these to make man new.”  - Gregory Palamas 
 

To free the enslaved human race.  
“He is the Lord and God and He revealed himself to us not in the form 
of God, so that he would frighten the weak man. But he revealed 
himself in the form of a servant in order to free the enslaved man.”  

- Basil the Great 
 

To bring man near God.  
“Just as in weddings the young lady does not go to the groom, but he 
to her, even though he may be the son of a king, or if she were poor 
and deserted, even a hand maid. The same happened here. Human 
nature did not ascend to heaven, but God himself descended to 
humble earth. And when the spiritual wedding took place, he did not 
leave his bride down here on earth, but after marrying her, he took her 
to his paternal home, to heaven.”    - John Chrysostom 
 

To dispel ignorance about God and falsehood. 
“Out of love did our beloved Son of God descend to us, became 
consubstantial with us and shared his life with men. In order to teach 
them love among them, and after dissolving their false ideas about 
polytheism, he revealed to them the true knowledge of God.”  

- John Chrysostom 
 

To teach us humility.  
“Therefore, the son of God became man in order to show us to what 
height he would lift us…so that he might become the example of 
humility, which is possessed by the flesh and passion, and medicine 
which heals pride.”      - Gregory Palamas 



Spyridon the Wonderworker  
of Trymithous 

December 12 
 

 Spyridon, the God-bearing 
Father of the Church, the great 
defender of Corfu and the boast of all 
the Orthodox, had Cyprus as his 
homeland. He was simple in manner 
and humble of heart, and was a 
shepherd of sheep with a wife and 
daughter. After his wife's death, he was 
appointed Bishop of Trimythus, and 
thus he became also a shepherd of 

men. He was present at the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, and by 
means of simple words stopped the mouths of the Arians who were 
wise in their conceit. By divine grace, he wrought such great wonders 
that he received the surname 'Wonderworker." So it is that, having 
tended his flock piously and in a manner pleasing to God, he reposed 
in the Lord about the year 350, leaving to his country his sacred relics 
as a consolation and source of healing for the faithful. 
 Because of the incursions made by the barbarians at that time, 
his sacred relics were taken to Constantinople, where they remained, 
being honored by the emperors. Before the fall of Constantinople, a 
priest named George Kalokhairetes, the parish priest of the church 
where the Saint's sacred relics, as well as those of Saint Theodora the 
Empress, were kept, took them away on account of the impending 
peril. Travelling by way of Serbia, he came as far as Arta in Epirus, a 
region in Western Greece opposite to the isle of Corfu. From there, 
while the misfortunes of the Christian people were increasing with 
every day, he passed over to Corfu about the year 1460. The relics of 
Saint Theodora were given to the people of Corfu; but those of Saint 
Spyridon remain to this day, according to the rights of inheritance, the 
most precious treasure of the priest's own descendants, and they 
continue to be a staff for the faithful in Orthodoxy, and a supernatural 
wonder for those that behold him; for even after the passage of 1,500 
years, they have remained incorrupt, and even the flexibility of his 
flesh has been preserved. Truly wondrous is God in His Saints! 

The Facts, Meaning and Symbolism of the Poinsettia 
 You may be surprised to know that poinsettias are not actually 
flowers! The red parts of the poinsettia that appear to be flower petals 
are actually leaves. They form a circle around a cluster of small yellow 
flowers on the plant. The botanical name for Poinsettias is Euphorbia 
pulcherrima, which literally means “the most beautiful 
Euphorbia”. Poinsettias are native to Mexico. In their 
native environment, poinsettias grow like shrubs and reach 
heights of up to 15ft tall. 
 Also known as the Christmas Star and Christmas 
Flower, it’s said that this flower’s association with 
Christmas comes from legend. The story goes that a child, 
with no means for a grander gift, gathered humble weeds 
from the side of the road to place at the church altar on 
Christmas Eve. As the congregation witnessed a Christmas miracle, the 
weeds turned into brilliant red and green flowers. 

 Named after Joel Roberts Poinsett, the first US ambassador to 
Mexico and the amateur botanist who introduced the plant to the U.S. 
in 1825, the poinsettia is also known as Mexican Flame Leaf or Winter 
Rose. In Mexico they are the “Flores de la Noche Buena” or Flowers of 
the Holy Night. While considered by the ancient Aztecs to be symbols 
of purity, in today’s language of flowers, red, white, or pink 

poinsettias, the December birth flower, 
symbolize good cheer and success and are said 
to bring wishes of mirth and celebration.  
 

 Please see Irene Sklavouris to 
purchase poinsettia plants for the   time-
honored tradition of beautifying the altar 
for the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Thank you! 

 Long ago, on Christmas night, Shepherds and wise men 
saw the sight. They journeyed to the manger bare to worship a 
Babe a-lying there. A peasant girl stood sadly by. for poor she 
was, and she did cry; No gift she had ‘twas fit to bring the Holy 
Child, the newborn King. Where her tears had hit the ground a 
wealth of blossoms did abound! She gathered them with loving 
care for her Savior and the world to share. 



Thank You 
 

 Our most sincere gratitude 
goes out to the family of  
 
 

Polycrates & Christine  

Davey 
 

 Saint George Church 
received a check from their estate 
in the amount of $20,058.54, from 
liquidated assets. God Bless them. 
Please keep them in your prayers. 

December Meeting Times 
Bible Study/Orthodox Discussion Groups are held every Tuesday  

morning at 11:00 a.m. and every Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 2 - Byzantine Chant for Beginners, 11:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, December 6 - New Britain AHEPA Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 13 - Parish Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 

There will be no Philoptochos Society Meeting in December.  

 

The AHEPA Family Annual Christmas Party will be held on  

Saturday, December 17, 2022 
Doors open at 6 and dinner is served at 7 p.m. 

 

 The Saint George Church Community is always welcome 
to attend! As always, live music will be playing, scholarships 
will be awarded, Ahepans will be awarded pins for years of 
service, and Past Presidents will be recognized.  
 We are expecting guests from surrounding AHEPA and 
Daughters Chapters, so it will bring great warmth to the whole 
of the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association, 
and to all of our friends this Christmas season. Call Peter 
Palkanikos at (860) 944-9421 for details or reservations. 

INCLEMENT  WEATHER ADVISORY 
Winter church services, classes,  

meetings and events:  
 When in doubt about a weather delay or postponement, 
please check WFSB Channel 3 — the information will be ON-AIR 
and on their website wfsb.com. We are St George Ch - New Britain. 

2022 Parish Council Elections 
 To serve on a Parish Council is a ministry and all who serve are 

called to represent Christ and the Orthodox Faith to all whom they 
meet in all aspects of life. The Parish Council shall consist of the 
Priest, as the head of the Parish, and fifteen elected lay members. 
These members are elected for a term of two (2) years by the 
parishioners in good standing. The Parish Council is responsible to 
the Parish Assembly and to the respective Hierarch for conducting 
all Parish affairs in keeping with the mission, aims and purposes of 
the Church as set forth in the Archdiocese Uniform Parish 
Regulations (UPR).  

 All candidates for Parish Council shall attend a Parish Council 
Seminar prior to the election at which the Priest shall discuss and 
explain to the candidates the UPR, and the significance of the 
affirmation of office. If a candidate for the Parish Council does not 
attend a seminar and sign the statement, their name shall be 
deleted from the list of candidates.  

 Assuming all candidates attend a seminar, the following candidates 
are running in the 2023 St. George Church Parish Council Elections: 

        • Eva Dimopoulos     • Michael T. Michael     • Perry Moustakakis
      • Niki Nasiakos      • Maria Tsarouhas 
  

VOTING ELIGIBLITY 
 A parishioner in good standing but delinquent in stewardship 

obligations for the current year may vote in the election by 
meeting their stewardship obligation prior to elections.  

 If a Parishioner is delinquent for more than the current calendar 
year, they may vote in the Parish Council elections only if he or she 
has met his or her unfulfilled stewardship financial obligations at 
least thirty (30) days prior to the date of the elections.  

 A new parishioner may vote in the election if they have been a 
member in good standing at least three months prior to elections. 



This is a repeat of material Father James Bogiatzis had in the December monthly bulletin years ago, but it is a really nice summary so I’m re-running it. Thanks, Father! :) 



 

“If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one.”  
-Mother Teresa 

 

 The reverse side of this flyer is a great idea for any 
family to consider for the holidays. If it’s not something you 
can do, please consider getting an item or two for the 
 

St George  

Christmas Food Drive! 
 

 The students and staff of Saint George Church are 
having a Christmas Food Drive. Please donate your non-
perishable food items by Sunday, 
December 18 so we can get 
those items to the Food Pantry in 
time for Christmas. 
 

“Feeding the hungry is a  
greater work than raising  
the dead.” 

   - Saint John Chrysostom 


