
There are Bible Study / Orthodox Discussion Groups 
NO bible study July 5 or July 7, then 

Every Tuesday at 11:00 am and every Thursday at 6:30 pm.  

July at a Glance… 
 

Fri., July 1  Byzantine Chant for Beginners 
Sat., July 2  Moustakakis Baptism  
Sun., July 3  The 3rd Sunday of Matthew 
July 3 - 7  Clergy-Laity Meeting, New York 
Wed., July 6  The Golden Rascals Meeting 
Sun., July 10  The 4th Sunday of Matthew 
   John D’Amato 1 year Memorial  
   Lucille Greos 1 year Memorial  
Mon., July 11 Saint Euphemia 
Tues., July 12 The Parish Council Meeting 
Wed., July 13 Synaxis of the Heavenly Bodies 
Sat., July 16  Vespers - Saint Marina 
Sun., July 17  The Sunday of the Holy Fathers 
Sun., July 24  The 6th Sunday of Matthew 
Wed., July 27 Saint Panteleimon 
Sat., July 30  Learn to Prepare Kolyva  
Sun., July 31  The 7th Sunday of Matthew 
 

...August in Advance! 
August 1-5 (M-F) Paraklesis each evening at 7pm 
Sat., August 6 The Transfiguration of Christ 
Sun., August 7 The 8th Sunday of Matthew 
August 8-12 (M-F) Paraklesis each evening at 7pm 
Sun., August 14 The 9th Sunday of Matthew 
Mon., August 15 The Dormition of the Theotokos 
   September monthly bulletin deadline 
August 15-19 Terry will be out of state  
Sun., August 21 The 10th Sunday of Matthew 
Sun., August 28 The 11th Sunday of Matthew 
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

 I hope you all have a month with nothing but the best on your 
vacations, wherever you may be. Although we will continue to pray for 
all those who are absent from our church gatherings and we will miss 
you, please do not forget the good habit of participating in the Divine 
Liturgy wherever you are! Visit the churches and monasteries along 
your way and light a candle for the well-being of our community. 
 Our fathers called July, Alonari because it is during this month 
that they thresh the fields and harvest the wheat in the warehouses. 
Let's find some time to think about what we have gathered spiritually 
over the past month. What was our gain from the blessed period of 
the Triodion? And how did we get from Easter to Pentecost? Let us 
search deep in our hearts to set spiritual goals for the next church year 
which will begin fresh in September. 
 

 “His name owes this month to Julius Caesar, who was born 
on the 7th of this month and who made, as you know, the first 
calendar, the so-called old calendar, which has one thing in 
common with the new calendar, that both the other were 
written by Romans. The old one by a Roman Emperor, Julius 
Caesar, and the other by a Pope of Rome, Gregory XIII, which is 
chronologically more accurate. (How could ordinary old 
calendarists know that both are Latin, one written by a non-
Christian and the other by a Christian!)” 
 

+ Archbishop of North and South America Iakovos 
 

 In July they celebrate a series of great saints who loved God 
more than their own lives, as the Gospel shows us. We celebrate the 
remembrance of the miracle of St. Euphemia, St. Paraskevi, Agios 
Panteleimon, Prophet Elijah, St. Irini Chrysovalantou and so many 
others. Let's find out about their lives and try to be more like them. 
 The icon of St. Marina we have, has a small piece of her relic in 
the center of the cross she holds in her hand. We will celebrate Saint 
Marina with Vespers on Saturday, July 16 and Divine Liturgy on 
Sunday, July 17.  
 

I wish you physical rest and spiritual renewal! 
 

+ Archim. Spyridon Chatzis 

The other envious doctors told the emperor that Panteleimon was 
healing Christian prisoners. Maximian urged the saint to refute the 
charge by offering sacrifice to idols. St Panteleimon confessed himself 
a Christian, and suggested that a sick person, for whom the doctors 
held no hope, should be brought before the emperor. The doctors 
could invoke their gods, and Panteleimon would pray to his God to 
heal the man. A man paralyzed for many years was brought in, and 
pagan priests who knew medicine invoked their gods without success. 
Then, before the very eyes of the emperor, the saint healed the 
paralytic by calling on the name of Jesus Christ. Furious, Maximian 
executed the healed man, and sent Panteleimon to be tortured. The 
Lord appeared to the saint and strengthened him before his sufferings.  
 At this time the priests Hermolaus, Hermippus and 
Hermocrates were brought before the court of the pagans. All three 
confessed their faith in the Savior and were beheaded. By order of the 
emperor they brought the Panteleimon to be devoured by wild beasts. 
The animals, however, came up to him and licked his feet. The 
spectators began to shout, "Great is the God of the Christians!" The 
enraged Maximian ordered the soldiers to stab anyone who glorified 
Christ, and to cut off the head of Panteleimon. They led the saint to 
the place of execution and tied him to an olive tree. While the martyr 
prayed, one of the soldiers struck him with a sword, but the sword 
became soft like wax and inflicted no wound. The saint completed his 
prayer, and a Voice was heard from Heaven, calling the passion-bearer 
by his new name and summoning him to the heavenly Kingdom. 
When the saint was beheaded, the olive tree to which the saint was 
tied became covered with fruit.   
 Panteleimon is venerated in the Orthodox Church as a mighty 
saint, and the protector of soldiers. This aspect of his veneration is 
derived from his first name Pantoleon, which means "a lion in 
everything". His second name, Panteleimon, given to him at Baptism, 
which means "all-merciful", is manifest in the veneration of the martyr 
as a healer. The connection between these two aspects of the saint is 
readily apparent in that soldiers are more in need of a physician-
healer. Christians waging spiritual warfare also have recourse to this 
saint, asking him to heal their spiritual wounds. The holy Great Martyr 
and Healer Panteleimon is invoked in the Mystery of Anointing the 
Sick, at the Blessing of Water, and in the Prayers for the Sick.  



Αγαπητοί εν Χριστώ αδελφοί, 
 
 Καλό μήνα με κάθε αγαθό στις διακοπές όπου και αν βρεθείτε. 
Παρόλο που στην κοινότητα μας θα συνεχίσουμε να προσευχόμαστε για 
όλους όσους λείπετε από τις συνάξεις μας και μας λείπετε, σας παρακαλώ 
να μην αφήσετε την καλή συνήθεια του εκκλησιασμού όπου και αν 
βρεθείτε. Επισκεφθείτε τις εκκλησίες και τα μοναστήρια που θα βρεθούν 
στον δρόμο σας και ανάψτε και ένα κερί για την ευημερία της κοινότητος 
μας. 
 Τον Ιούλιο οι πατέρες μας ονόμαζαν Αλωνάρη γιατί την εποχή αυτή 
αλωνίζουν τα χωράφια και συνάγουν το σιτάρι στις αποθήκες. Ας βρούμε 
λίγο χρόνο να σκεφτούμε τι μαζέψαμε πνευματικά την περασμένη περίοδο. 
Ποιο ήταν το κέρδος μας από την ευλογημένη περίοδο του Τριωδίου και 
πως φτάσαμε από το Πάσχα στην Πεντηκοστή. Ας ψάξουμε βαθιά στην 
καρδιά μας για να βάλουμε στόχους πνευματικούς για την επόμενη 
εκκλησιαστική χρονιά χρονιά που θα ξεκινήσει τον Σεπτέμβριο. 
 

 Το όνομα του ο μήνας αυτός το χρεωστά στον Ιούλιο Καίσαρα, 
που γεννήθηκε στις 7 του μήνα αυτού και που έκανε, καθώς 
γνωρίζεις, το πρώτο ημερολόγιο, αυτό που λέγεται παλαιό 
ημερολόγιο και που έχει ένα κοινό με το νέο ημερολόγιο, ότι και το 
ένα και το άλλο συνταχθήκανε από Ρωμαίους. Το παληό από ένα 
Ρωμαίο Αυτοκράτορα, τον Ιούλιο Καίσαρα και το άλλο από ένα 
Πάππα της Ρώμης, το Γρηγόριο ΙΓ’, που είναι χρονολογικά 
ακριβέστερο. (Που να ήξευραν οι απλοί παλαιοημερολογίτες, ότι και 
τα δυο είναι λατινικά, το ένα γραμμένο από ένα μη Χριστιανό και το 
άλλο από ένα Χριστιανό!) 
 

+Αρχιεπίσκοπος Βορείου και Νοτίου Αμερικής Ιάκωβος 
 

 Τον Ιούλιο γιορτάζουν μια σειρά μεγάλων αγίων που αγάπησαν το 
Θεό περισσότερο και από την ίδια τους την ζωή, όπως μας ζητά το 
Ευαγγέλιο. Εορτάζουμε την ανάμνηση του θαύματος της Αγίας Ευφημίας, 
γιορτάζει η Αγία Παρασκευή, ο Άγιος Παντελεήμων, ο Προφήτης Ηλίας, η 
Αγία Ειρήνη η Χρυσοβαλάντου και τόσοι άλλοι. Ας βρούμε να διαβάσουμε 
για την ζωή τους και ας προσπαθήσουμε να τους μοιάσουμε. 
 Θα πανηγυρίσουμε την εικόνα της Αγίας Μαρίνης με το απότμημα 
του λειψάνου της στο κέντρο του σταυρού που κρατά στο χέρι της με 
εσπερινό και Θεία λειτουργία το Σάββατο 16 και την Κυριακή 17 Ιουλίου 
αντίστοιχα. 
 

Εύχομαι σωματική ξεκούραση και πνευματική ανανέωση! 
 

+Αρχιμ. Σπυρίδων Χατζής 

Pantelemion  
the Great Martyr 

July 27 

 The Great Martyr and 
Healer Panteleimon was born 
and named Pantoleon in the city 
of Nicomedia into the family of 
the pagan Eustorgius. His 
mother St. Euboula (March 30) 
was a Christian. She wanted to 
raise her son in the Christian 
Faith, but she died when the 
future martyr was just a young 
child. His father sent him to a 
pagan school, after which he 
studied medicine at Nicomedia 

under the renowned physician Euphrosynus. Pantoleon came to the 
attention of the emperor Maximian (284-305), who wished to appoint 
him as royal physician when he finished school. 
 The hieromartyrs Hermolaus, Hermippus and Hermocrates, 
survivors of the massacre of 20,000 Christians in 303, were living 
secretly in Nicomedia at that time. St Hermolaus saw Pantoleon often 
when he came to the house where they were hiding. Once, the priest 
invited the youth in and spoke about the Christian Faith. After this 
Pantoleon visited St Hermolaus every day. One day the saint found a 
dead child on the street. He had been bitten by a great snake, which 
was still beside the child's body. Pantoleon began to pray to the Lord 
Jesus Christ to revive the dead child and to destroy the venomous 
reptile. He firmly resolved that if his prayer were fulfilled, he would 
become a follower of Christ and receive Baptism. The child rose up 
alive, and the snake died before his eyes.  
 After this miracle, Pantoleon was baptized by St Hermolaus 
and named Panteleimon, or "all-merciful". Panteleimon dedicated his 
life to the suffering, the sick, the unfortunate and the needy. He 
treated all those who turned to him without charge, healing them in 
the name of Jesus Christ. He visited those held in prison, usually 
Christians, and he healed them of their wounds. In short time, reports 
of the charitable physician spread throughout the city.  



 

Sunday, July 3   
The 3rd Sunday of Matthew 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, July 10   
The 4th Sunday of Matthew 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Monday, July 11  
Euphemia the Great Martyr 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, July 13  
Synaxis of the Heavenly Bodies 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Saturday, July 16   
Vespers - Saint Marina   6:00 pm 
 

Sunday, July 17   
The Sunday of the Holy Fathers 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, July 24   
The 6th Sunday of Matthew 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, July 27  
Saint Panteleimon 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, July 31   
The 7th Sunday of Matthew 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Please note 
     We will have Paraklesis August 1-5 (M-F) and August 8-
12 (M-F) each evening at 7pm.  The Paraklesis service is a 
service of supplication specifically for the living (as opposed 
to a Memorial Service, which is a supplication for the 
departed). Please put these services in your calendar. 
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 Saint Marina - July 17 
 The Great Martyr Marina was born 
in Asia Minor into the family of a pagan 
priest. In infancy she lost her mother, and 
her father gave her care to a nursemaid, 
who raised Marina in the Orthodox Faith. 
When her father learned that Marina had 
become a Christian, he angrily disowned 
her. During the time of persecution against 
Christians under the emperor Diocletian, 
Marina was arrested and locked up in 
prison. She was 15 years old.  
 The governor Olymbrios, charmed with the beautiful girl, tried 
to persuade her to renounce the Christian Faith and become his wife, 
but the saint refused his offers. The governor then gave the holy 
martyr over to torture, but Marina remained unyielding. Barely alive, 
the martyr prayed: “Lord, You have granted me to go through fire for 
Your Name, grant me also to go through the water of holy Baptism.” 
 Hearing this, the governor gave orders to drown her in a large 
cauldron. Marina besought the Lord that this should become for her 
holy Baptism. When they plunged her into the water, there suddenly 
shone a light, and a snow-white dove came down from Heaven, 
bearing a golden crown. The fetters put upon Marina came apart by 
themselves. Marina stood up in the fount of Baptism glorifying the 
Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Marina emerged from the 
fount completely healed, without a trace of burns. Amazed at this 
miracle, the people glorified the True God, and many came to believe. 
The governor went into a rage, giving orders to kill anyone who might 
confess the Name of Christ. 15,000 Christians perished there, and the 
holy Martyr Marina was beheaded.  
 Up until the taking of Constantinople by Western crusaders in 
1204, the relics of the Great Martyr Marina were in the Panteponteia 
monastery. According to other sources, they were located in Antioch 
until the year 908 and from there transferred to Italy. Now they are in 
Athens, in a church dedicated to the holy Virgin Martyr. Father 
Spyridon received a relic of Saint Marina, which he had placed into 
the Icon of the holy martyr, which is placed by the door of our 
beloved Saint George Church. May her prayers and intercession be 
with us and Glory be to God forever. Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Synaxis of the Archangels and all the Heavenly Bodies 
 The Synaxis (gathering/assembly) of the Chief of the Heavenly 
Hosts, Archangel Michael and the Other Heavenly Bodiless Powers: 
Archangels Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Selaphiel, Jehudiel, Barachiel, and 
Jeremiel was established at the beginning of the fourth century at the 
Council of Laodicea, which met several years before the First 
Ecumenical Council. According to the Holy Scriptures, the angels, 
human beings, and all of nature were created by God. With, "In the 
beginning God created Heaven and earth" (Gen. 1:1), we have the first 
indication that God created the spiritual world. Here, in contrast to 
earth, a substantial world, this world of spirits is called Heaven. The 
angels were already present during the creation of the starry skies, 
which is evidenced by the words of God spoken to Job, "When the 
stars were created, all My angels sang praises to Me" (Job 38:7).  
 The Orthodox Church, guided by the views of the ancient 
writers of the Church and Church Fathers, divides the world of the 
angels into nine choirs or ranks, and these nine into three hierarchies, 
each hierarchy having three ranks. The first hierarchy consists of those 
spirits who are closest to God, namely, the Thrones, Cherubim and 
Seraphim. Within the middle hierarchy, are the Authorities, Dominions 
and Powers. In the third, which is closer to us, are the Angels, 
Archangels and Principalities. Thus, the existence of the Angels and 
Archangels is witnessed by almost every page in the Holy Scriptures. 
The prophets mention the Cherubim and Seraphim. Cherubim means 
to be near; hence it means the near ones; ones; Seraphim means fiery, 
or filled with fire. The names of the other angelic ranks are mentioned 
by the Apostle Paul in his epistle to the Ephesians, saying that Christ is 
in the heavens "far above any Principality, and Authority, and Power, 
and Dominion" (Ephesians 1:21).  

June 2022 Parish Council  
Meeting Highlights 

Present - Archimandrite Spyridon Chatzis and 10 Members: 
VP Jack Isaac, Secretary Irene Sklavouris, Despina Benios, Treasurer 
Eva Dimopoulos, Niki Nasiakos, Artemis Nemphos, James Babetas, 
Donna Rados, Violetta Georgopoulos & Sue Leppones 
 

Not present - Jim Loukopoulos, President Michael T. Michael, Michael 
Stamos & Perry Moustakakis 
 

Topics discussed were:  
 

 The Clergy-Laity meeting this month,  
 The Dionysos Festival,  

    We should discuss possible changes & thank volunteers! 
 Repairs needed in hall, kitchen, foyer, restrooms,  
 CCARC and other hall rentals, 
 The installation of church and classroom air conditioners,  
 The Past-Presidents dinner to be held in the Fall, and 
 Other possible fundraising and volunteer appreciation   

events. 

July Monthly Meetings Times 

 

Friday, July 1   Byzantine Chant for Beginners - 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 6 -  Golden Rascals - 1:00 pm  
Tuesday, July 12 -  Parish Council - 6:30 pm 
 

Generally, the other clubs and organizations do not meet over          
the summer months. They should resume in September. 

Bible Study/ Orthodox Discussion Groups  
***PLEASE BE ADVISED*** 

Father will be at the Clergy-Laity Meeting in New York from Sunday, 
July 3 through Thursday, July 7th.  
There will be NO BIBLE STUDY on Tuesday, July 5 or Thursday, July 7.  
Studies will resume on Tuesday, July 12, every Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. 
and every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 



The Miracle of  
Saint Euphemia  

the Great Martyr 
July 11 

 

 Saint Euphemia was an 
early martyr from Chalcedon. She 
was the daughter of Christians, a 
senator and his wife, and she was 
martyred at a young age for her 
faith in the one true God. A 
majestic church was built over 
the grave of the great martyr 
Euphemia in Chalcedon. At this 
temple the sessions of the Fourth 
Ecumenical Council took place in the year 451. 
 The Orthodox world was in a state of great discord. Many 
people believed in the Monophysite heresy, and while many did not, 
the exact reason why they could not believe in it had to be precisely 
expressed as dogma. For a long time, representatives of each side 
made their own arguments, and could not reach an agreement. Then 
the Patriarch of Constantinople came up with an idea that we will 
scarcely see expressed today: to leave the decision up to the Holy 
Spirit. But how does one do that? How do we ask the Holy Spirit? The 
Council members had a solution that was obvious to them, located as 
they were in the church that contained the wonder-working relics of 
St. Euphemia. Each side wrote its confession down on its own scrolls 
and placed them on her relics. In the presence of the Emperor, the 
tomb was sealed with the imperial seal and a watch was set for three 
days. Both sides prayed and fasted very strictly for those three days, 
and when the tomb was opened it was seen by all that St. Euphemia 
was holding the scroll of the Orthodox in her right hand, and the scroll 
of the Monophysites lay at her feet. She even raised her hand to give 
the Orthodox scroll to the patriarch. 
This obvious sign was accepted by the wavering as proof of the 
rightness of Orthodox dogma. But those who had put so much stock in 
the Monophysite heresy did not give in! They could not be convinced, 
no matter what miracles they saw. 

 

The National Young Adult Conference 
New York, NY  

Thursday, June 30 - Monday, July 4 
 

https://Clergylaity.org/yalconference 
 

The National Young Adult Conference is in conjunction with the 
National Clergy Laity celebrating the 100 year anniversary of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.  
 
This weekend filled with faith, fellowship, and fun will feature: 
 
 Conference with amazing speakers, panels, discussions, and 

networking opportunities 
 Comedy Show at the Anemos featuring Basile, Ellen Karris, Gus 

Constantellis, Arianna Papalexopoulos, and Yanni Dimoulis. 
 Beach Day! You’ll be bussed to the historic Rockaway beach to 

enjoy a day in the sun with music, parea (fellowship), and games. 
 Greek Night at Kyma, one of NYC’s premier Greek restaurants 
 Sunset Boat Cruise on the Hudson River with hundreds of your 

friends. Bring your camera for views of the Manhattan skyline! 
 Sunday night Gala - Dress up and dance the night away. 
 Consecration of St. Nicholas Church & National Shrine. 
 

Full conference $425 (ALL events included) or a la carte: 
$20 - Conference         $100 - Reception & Comedy Show 
$50 - Greek Night at Kyma $50 - Post Luncheon and speeches 
$175 - Boat Cruise  $250 - Sunday Night Gala 
 
YAL is please to offer hotel pricing for those attending the event. 
Book through the Clergy Laity room block through Marriott for: 
$50/room/night for those rooming alone.  

 $100/room/night for those rooming with 2+ people  
(if you don’t have a roommate,  

you may indicate in your registration form).  
 All guests in the room need to purchase the  

full $425 package of the YAL Conference tickets. 



2022 Scholarship Applications are Available  
Applications for the following scholarships  

can be found on the table outside of the church office. 
 

The Order of AHEPA,  
Elpis Chapter #117 Scholarship 

 This scholarship is open to a member 
or child of a member of AHEPA - Elpis Chapter 
117, or a member or child of a member of Daughters of 

Penelope - Eretria Chapter 138, for four or more years. The applicant 
must be a current high school senior attending college in the fall of 
2022, or currently an undergraduate student or graduate student 
with a GPA of 2.5 or better. Details can be found with the 
applications, which must be submitted by September 15, 2022. 
 

The Demetrius Kounaris Memorial Scholarship 
 This scholarship will be awarded to a student who has 
combined academic achievement and service to St. George Church in 
New Britain. Financial need will also be considered. The applicant or 
parents of the applicant must be a member in good standing of St. 
George Church and must be a full time college student (graduate or 
undergraduate) in the fall of 2022. Details can be found with the 
applications, which must be submitted by September 15, 2022. 

 

Sunday School & Greek School Graduations  
were held on Sunday, June  19, 2022. 

 

We are so thankful for the great turnout of support for 
the Sunday School and Greek School graduations last month! Thank 
you all who attended. It makes such a difference when service is 
appreciated.  We hope the students and staff all have a very restful 
summer. Don’t forget to join us in church over the summer!   

We also hope to have a great turnout in September when we 
resume classes. It’s always more enjoyable for the students (and 
parents!) when there are more of them here together. Also, when 
there are larger groups we can plan more events, gatherings, and 
socials for everyone to get to know each other better. COVID-19 made 
everything difficult this year, but we hope we can get back to 
gatherings, learning, and fun in September of ‘22! 

FESTIVAL MEETING TO BE ANNOUNCED 
We are hoping to have a Fall Festival in October, and          
we would like to have a meeting to discuss the 2022 

Dionysos Festival and the 2022 Fall Festival prior to this.  
 

 If you are a member of Saint George, have something  to 
contribute, and would like to participate in a productive 
meeting of volunteers please write or email the church.  

 

RSVP before September 1, 2022!  

RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! 
 

The St. George Church Raffle is underway!  
Almost half of the tickets have already been sold  

so don’t wait until September to buy yours!  
 

There are five (5) monetary prizes to be raffled: 
 

1. $2,000.00 
2. $1,000.00 
3. $1,000.00 
4. $   500.00  
5. $   500.00 

 

Only 250 tickets will be sold. The proceeds from this raffle will be  
used to put brand new air conditioning in the classrooms & altar. 

 

RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! 

PAST PRESIDENTS DINNER 
 We are in the planning stages of having a dinner this Fall to 
honor the Past Presidents of Saint George Church. This will give 
everyone an opportunity to honor those who have served in this 
important position. We currently have two past presidents in our 
community, Angelo Moutogiannis and Artemis Nemphos. We also 
have families of past presidents who we hope to have at the dinner to 
honor their spouse, parent, or grandparent who served the 
community in this great and valued way. Stay tuned for updates! 



Koliva is gifts offered to God for the souls of the 
departed.  

Αἰωνία σου ἡ μνήμη (Ai-o-ni-a sou i Mni-mi)  

 
 

“But Jesus answered saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man 

should be glorified. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 
produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who 
hates his life in this world will keep it eternally.” John 12:23-25 

 

 We know from the 
Bible that the souls of the 
departed in Christ, after they 
are freed from the body, live 
in another world, beyond 
this world. But where that 
world is, how the souls live 
in it, what language they 
speak, etc. we do not know, 
although we are so curious 
for such a knowledge. 

However, it has not please God to reveal to us the secrets of the next 
world, and hence, His “holy men”, the writers of the Bible (2nd Peter 
1:21), would not write by their own imagination to satisfy human 
curiosity; therefore, their writings bear the seriousness of God’s 
inspiration, and thereby absolute trustworthiness. The life of the souls 
in the other world is described in the Bible in parables and characters, 
the descriptions of which are accepted by our Church as standing for 
realities. The souls of the departed, from their death to their Final 
Judgment, live in an intermediate state. In other words, if they had 
lived according to the will of God, their souls foretasted the joys of 
Paradise; if they had deliberately set themselves against the will of 
God and their lives ended in sin and unrepentance, their souls 
foretaste the misery of Hell. Their joy or punishment shall have its 
perfect realization at the Last Judgment after the resurrection of the 
dead, when their nature will be restored to its integrity. In this 
intermediate state the disembodied souls retain a conscious 
existence. → 

The term “sleep” used instead of death, applies to the body rather 
than to the soul. The departed have not forgotten us, nor are they 
indifferent to us. Those who have pleased God with their holy life, the 
Saints, pray for us; the rest need our prayers; it is “a holy and 
wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they might be delivered 
from sin” (2 Macc. 12:45). The prayers for the departed are as ancient 
as the Christian Church. If there is but one acknowledged prayer for a 
departed Christian in the New Testament, no disapproval of such 
prayers is either expressed or implied. Besides, such prayers for a 
merciful judgment at the Last Day, have the sanction of the early 
Liturgies, of which the first is that of Saint James, the Lord’s brother. 
Although we read in the Bible that there are sins for which “there is 
no forgiveness, either in this world or in the world to come” (Matthew 
12:32), it is our duty and obligation to pray for the forgiveness of the 
departed. Our prayers can help those who repented even shortly 
before their death; not those who committed suicide or those who of 
their own free will rejected the love of God and ignored His justice to 
the end of their life. But as we do not know what is going on in one’s 
mind, while living or dying, we must pray for the souls of all departed. 
So, our Church offers prayers for them at their funerals and burials, 
and over their graves, but especially the Church offers the Bloodless 
Sacrifices for the repost of the departed. For the same purpose we 
perform the Memorial Services (Mnimosyna) on the third, ninth and 
the fortieth day, as well as on the anniversary of one’s death and on 
the Saturdays dedicated to the souls (Psychosavats), preparing boiled 
wheat (kolyva) for those Services. The kolyva represent the souls of 
the departed. At the end of the Liturgy special hymns and prayers are 
offered over them for the repose of the departed. These memorial 
services cannot be replaced by donations or similar pious acts. Our 
prayers for the souls of the departed are expressions of the brotherly 
unity of the living and the 
dead, aiming to influence 
God to show mercy to 
them.  
 

From: The Divine Liturgy 
Explained (fourth edition),  

Rev. Nicholas M. Elias. 
Pages 90-93.  

For you, O Christ our God, are the 

resurrection, the life and the repose of 
your departed servants, who have fallen 
asleep and you we glorify together with 
your eternal Father and your all-holy, 
good and life-giving Spirit, now and 
forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.  

Blessed are you, O Lord, teach me your 

commandments. Give rest, O God, to 
your servants and place them in Para-
dise, where the choirs of the saints 
and the just, O Lord, shine like stars. 
Give rest to your servant who has fall-
en asleep, overlooking all of their 
transgressions.  

Learn to Prepare Kolyva  
with Father Spyridon 

Saturday, July 30 at 12 noon 



THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! 
 The New Britain Daughters of Penelope would like to thank those who came out to support their fundraiser at  5 Churches Brewing last month.  We all 
had a great time and appreciate you joining us!  Also, A HUGE thank you goes out from Festival Pastry Chairman Evanthia Tsakopoulos to all who baked for the 
festival this year! You all were amazing, and went above and beyond to help. We cannot be more grateful.  
 We also have a few regular individual supporters of St George who give monthly for church, roof repairs, or air conditioning, or who otherwise give 
regularly, but who would prefer to remain anonymous. We still want to let them know without naming them that we are truly grateful for their ongoing 
support. These regular contributions help defray costs that we would otherwise have to find other means to cover. And of course, we can’t ever provide a 
thank you in the bulletin without remembering the New Britain AHEPA for all that they do. As we wrap up another year of meetings and celebrate graduations, 
we humbly thank the AHEPA for giving to St George in so many ways, like the recent picnic open to the St George Community, the Greek school funding, the 
cantor payments, the festival bar coverage, and so much more.  
 If you haven’t been by the church recently, come take a look at all of the work that’s being done to beautify the grounds. Nick Bouras and members of 
the New Britain AHEPA came and did a lot of planting and mulching. Our thanks goes to Nick and George Bouras for their ongoing maintenance of the grounds. 
Thank you, Nick for donating the roses out front! Our thanks also to Eva Dimopoulos for donating the lilac tree in the courtyard, and Irene Sklavouris for 
donating the petunias in front of the church. Fr. Spyridon is out there watering every day to keep them beautiful!  


