
June at a Glance… 

Bible Study:  
Every Tuesday 11am and every Thursday 6:30pm.  

Wed., June 1 Apodosis of Pascha 
   Golden Rascals Meeting at NBMAA 
Thur., June2  Ascension 
Fri., June 3  Byzantine Chant for Beginners 
Sun., June 5  Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council 
   Philoptochos Scholarship deadline 
   New Britain Daughters sponsored 
   BEER TASTING at Five Churches Brewing 
Tues., June 7 New Britain AHEPA Meeting 
Sat., June 11  Saturday of the Souls 
   Pinou baptism  
Sun., June 12 PENTECOST 
   AHEPA Family Picnic 
Mon., June 13 Monday of the Holy Spirit 
Tues., June 14 Parish Council Meeting 
Sat., June 18  Apodosis of Pentecost 
Sunday, June 19 Sunday of All Saints 
   Father’s Day 
   Sunday School Graduation &  
   Greek School Graduation 
   Georgios Hasiotis Memorial  
Sun., June 26 The Second Sunday of Matthew 
Thur., June 30 Synaxis of the Holy Apostles 

 

 

...July in Advance! 

July 3-7  Greek Orthodox Clergy-Laity in NYC 
Sun., July 10  Vespers of St. Euphemia 
Mon., July 11 St Euphemia the Great Martyr 
Wed., July 13 Synaxis of the Archangels 
Wed., July 27 Panteleimon the Great Martyr 
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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 We are already in June. Folk 
tradition calls it a Reaper, because this 
month the farmers reap in the fields 
with the sheaves and enjoy the fruits 
of their labors. 
 Last Sunday, Samaritan 
Sunday, we heard the Lord in the Gospel urging us, all of us and not 
just the Apostles, to undertake our missionary work. 
 I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already 
white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for 
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. (From the 
Gospel according to John). So, our testimony that will lead to the 
harvest and the arrival of more souls to the Orthodox Faith and 
salvation is the love and mutual support we have between us but also 
the joy in Christ that we experience every day. So, I warmly thank all 
those who came and participated in the annual festival of our parish, 
and I hope you enjoyed this community effort as much as I did. Special 
thanks to those who volunteered, and I hope what will be 
remembered is the sweet taste of joy brought by our harmonious 
cooperation...and maybe even the sweetness of Loukoumades. 
 For Christians, June is the month of the Holy Apostles. The fast 
begins on June 20 and lasts only for nine days during which we can eat 
fish. It is an opportunity to re-read the apostolic readings and to reflect 
on their teachings. It is an opportunity to reflect on the work of their 
missions and to find our own participation in it. 
 On the third Sunday of June in this beautiful country that hosts 
us they celebrate the feast of the Father. It’s an opportunity to return 
thanksgiving prayers to our heavenly Father and to all the fathers of 
the world. Let us urge all our children to give their fathers the gift of a 
promise of participation next year in the Sunday and Greek schools 
that ends on Father’s Day this year in our parish. 
 Add to your calendar the days of church participation: June 
1,2,11,13,18 & 30  (and of course every Sunday). 
 

Happy Summer! 
 

+ Archim. Spyridon Chatzis 

 Happy Father’s Day, Dad! The role of the father is especially 

important in a Christian family, as he is seen as the central figure and a 
role model and source of strength for his children. Fathers are 
portrayed in the Bible as good and bad, wise and foolish, kind and 
jealous, but their role in the family is key.  
 

“I gave my father $100 and said, ‘Buy 
yourself something that will make your 
life easier.’ So he went out and bought a 
present for my mother.” - Rita Rudner.  
 

"A good father is one of the most 
unsung, unpraised, unnoticed, and yet 
one of the most valuable assets in our 
society."  - Billy Graham 
 

“My daughter got me a ‘World’s Best 
Dad’ mug. So we know she’s sarcastic.”  
                                           - Bob Odenkirk.  
 

"A man ought to live so that everybody 
knows he is a Christian…and most of all, his family ought to know." - 
Dwight L. Moody 
 

"My father didn't tell me how to live; he lived, and let me watch him 
do it." - Clarence Budington Kelland 
 

“When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant, I could hardly 
stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be 21, I was 
astonished at how much the old man had learned in seven years.”                                 
                                                                          - Mark Twain.  

“Remember: What Dad really wants is a nap. Really.”   - Dave Barry.  
 

"What a boy can use, and too often doesn't have, are the heart of his 
father and the fellowship of men. A 
boy needs at least one man who 
pays attention to him, spends time 
with him, and admires him. A boy 
needs a role model, a man whom 
he can regard as a mentor."  

Dennis Rainey. 



Αγαπητοί μου αδελφοί,  
 

Φτάσαμε στον Ιούνιο. Η λαϊκή παράδοση τον θέλει Θεριστή, επειδή 
τον μήνα αυτό οι αγρότες θερίζουν στα χωράφια με το στάχυ και 
απολαμβάνουν τους καρπούς των κόπων τους.  
Την προηγούμενη Κυριακή, Κυριακή της Σαμαρείτιδος, ακούσαμε τον 
Κύριο στο Ευαγγέλιο να μας προτρέπει, όλους και όχι μόνο τους 
Αποστόλους, να αναλάβουμε το ιεραποστολικό μας έργο.  
..ἰδοὺ λέγω ὑμῖν, ἐπάρατε τοὺς ὀφθαλμοὺς ὑμῶν καὶ θεάσασθε τὰς 
χώρας, ὅτι λευκαί εἰσι πρὸς θερισμόν. ἤδη καὶ ὁ θερίζων μισθὸν 
λαμβάνει καὶ συνάγει καρπὸν εἰς ζωὴν αἰώνιον, ἵνα καὶ ὁ σπείρων 
ὁμοῦ χαίρῃ καὶ ὁ θερίζων. (Κατά Ἰωάννην Εύαγγέλιο) 
Η δική μας μαρτυρία λοιπόν που θα οδηγήσει στον θερισμό και στην 
προσέλευση περισσοτέρων ψυχών προς την Ορθόδοξη Πίστη και την 
σωτηρία είναι η αγάπη και η αλληλοϋποστήριξη που έχουμε μεταξύ 
μας αλλά και η εν Χριστώ χαρά που βιώνουμε καθημερινά. Ευχαριστώ 
λοιπόν θερμά όλους όσοι ήρθατε και συμμετείχατε στο ετήσιο 
φεστιβάλ της ενορίας μας και ελπίζω να διασκεδάσατε αυτή την κοινή 
μας προσπάθεια όσο την διασκέδασα κι εγώ. Ευχαριστώ ιδιαιτέρως 
όσους εθελοντικά εργάστηκαν και ελπίζω αυτό που θα έμεινε να είναι 
η γλυκιά γεύση της χαράς που έφερε η αρμονική συνεργασία μας, ίσως 
και η γλύκα των λουκουμάδων.  
Για εμάς τους Χριστιανούς ο Ιούνιος είναι ο μήνας των Αγίων 
Αποστόλων. Η νηστεία ξεκινά στις 20 Ιουνίου και διαρκεί μόνο για 
εννέα ημέρες ενώ μπορούμε να τρώμε ψάρι. Είναι μια ευκαιρία να 
διαβάσουμε και πάλι τα αποστολικά αναγνώσματα και να 
αναλογιστούμε το έργο και την διδασκαλία τους. Είναι μια ευκαιρία να 
αναλογιστούμε το έργο της ιεραποστολής γενικότερα και να βρούμε 
την δική μας συμμετοχή σε αυτό.  
Την Τρίτη Κυριακή του Ιουνίου στην όμορφή χώρα που μας φιλοξενεί 
εορτάζουν την εορτή του Πατέρα. Αν αναπέμψουμε ευχαριστήριες 
προσευχές στον ουράνιο Πατέρα μας και ας ευχηθούμε σε όλους τους 
πατεράδες του κόσμου. Ας προτρέψουμε και όλα τα παιδιά μας να 
κάνουν δώρο στους πατεράδες τους την υπόσχεση για την συμμετοχή 
τους τον επόμενο χρόνο στο κατηχητικό και το ελληνικό σχολείο που 
την ημέρα αυτή τελειώνει για την φετινή χρονιά στην ενορία μας.  
Προσθέστε στο ημερολόγιο σας τις ημέρες του εκκλησιασμού 
1,2,11,13,18 & 30 Ιουνίου και φυσικά κάθε Κυριακή.  
 

Καλό Καλοκαίρι! 

+ Αρχιμ. Σπυρίδων Χατζής 

The Monday of  
the Holy Spirit 

June 13 
     The Monday of the 
Holy Spirit is a national 
holiday in Greece, 
which is the day 
following Pentecost, 
fifty days after Greek 
Orthodox Easter. 
      In some Greek Orthodox churches it is a three-day religious 
celebration, with lots of festivities, as it is a joyous occasion and also 
referred to by many as the second Easter. 
      In the biblical story, 50-days after the Resurrection of Christ, 
the Holy Spirit descended on the apostles and the church of 
Jerusalem. It happened during the Jewish feast of Shavuot, a 
celebration of the giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses on 
Mount Sinai. 
As the Apostles were amongst this crowd, the gospel stories relay that 
the Holy Spirit descended on them as tongues of fire, enabling them to 
preach to the assembled crowds, speaking to each person in a 
language he or she could understand. 
      The word Pentecost comes from the Greek word ‘pentekostos’ 
which means the fiftieth day. It is considered the birthday of the 
Christian church for two reasons. Firstly, the descent of the Holy Spirit 
completed the Trinity – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit – the 
basis of Christian theology. Secondly, it was the first time that the 
Apostles began to spread their faith to the masses. 
Festivities for Pentecost begin on the Friday or Saturday before the 
day itself. The Sunday is also known as Trinity Sunday. Public 
celebrations, which tend to be local and church related – local fairs, 
for example, are held on the Saturday.  The largest churches in cities, 
villages and islands hold services and the town centres have the 
biggest and most colourful festivals. 
 Today, the Monday following Pentecost, known as Agiou 
Pneumatos is also a legal holiday in Greece and schools and 
companies are closed, but shops, restaurants and cafes are open and 
normally packed with crowds. 



 

Wednesday, June 1 
The Apodosis of Pascha 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Thursday, June 2 
ASCENSION 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, June 5 
The Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, June 11 
The Saturday of the Souls 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, June 12 
PENTECOST 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Monday, June 13 
The Monday of the Holy Spirit 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Saturday, June 18 
The Apodosis of Pentecost 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, June 19 
All Saint Sunday 
Father’s Day 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, June 26 
The Second Sunday of Matthew 
Matins at 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Thursday, June 30 
The Synaxis of the Holy Apostles 
Matins at 9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
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have asked nothing in my name.”  I have always wondered what that 
meant and have never been satisfied with the usual answers.  But the 
psychologist John Sanford offers a great explanation. Before we can  
ask anything “in the name of Jesus” we must give up our own name; 
our ego must be dissolved. Without that dissolution we are only able 
to pray in our own names because we will always be asking for what 
we want, desire, and expect even, perhaps especially, when we cloak 
ourselves in conspicuous piety. To pray “in the name of Jesus” implies 
that we have given up our own name for his. “It is no longer I, but 
Christ who lives in me.”  
 As we grow we discover that our personality formations and 
ego structures are too small, inadequate to contain the growth in 
knowledge and enlightenment. The new wine bursts the old wine 
skins. The coming of the Spirit points us to this essential work, to our 
hearts, where the truth about ourselves and God is revealed. It is here 
that the necessary work is done and why it was better that Jesus go 
away. If he had not ascended, then we would have been tempted to 
cling to him, as Mary Magdalene did in the Garden.  It was not the 
Lord’s desire that we make an idol of him. That is to hold on to old 
inadequate ways of perceiving Him. Instead he ascended and sent the 
Holy Spirit so that we would not be tempted to cling to exterior forms 
that must pass away as they all do, but rather turn to the Christ who 
lives within the heart, where the Holy Trinity dwells. “Christ in you,” 
St. Paul exclaimed, “the hope of glory.” 
 In the coming of the Holy Spirit the prophecy of our Lord to the 
Samaritan Woman comes true, “There is a time coming when 
worshippers will no longer worship in Jerusalem or on this mountain, 
but rather in spirit and in truth.” Here is a beautiful and cogent quote 
from the great psychologist Carl Jung. “Your vision will become clear 
only when you look into your own heart. Who looks outside, dreams; 
who looks inside, awakens.” 
 The fire of the Holy Spirit is a cleansing and purifying fire.  To 
open our hearts to receive it is to accept the martyric death of the 
false self, a death to all that we have built and called “ourselves” or 
rather, a transformation so great that we must endure the periodic 
shedding of our egoic exoskeletons to make way for more and more of 
the Truth. It is in the heart that Christ dwells and it is within that the 
Holy Spirit directs us. 



Pentecost 
June 12 

From a sermon preached 
by Fr. Antony Hughes 
 Pentecost is a 
revelation of God I think 
best compared to other 
famous theophanies like 
Moses on Mt. Sinai or the 
Transfiguration on Mt. 
Tabor. Witnesses of these 
events try hard to describe 
them, but words fail, so 
there is a special type of 
dramatic, stylized language 
used in Holy Scripture 
using symbols. 
Wind and divine fire are 

common because both are symbols of wild, uncontrollable power.  In 
the great biblical theophanies we see God as He is, unbounded, wild, 
uncontrollable, and free. The experience leaves witnesses staggering 
and confused like the apostles and disciples who were accused on this 
day of being drunk.  
Theophanies are sensory-overload events for God is greater than the 
senses. In them God is revealed as He is, not as we want or believe 
him to be.  At such times what we think, our theologies, myths, 
legends, holy traditions become irrelevant. Everything we hold dear 
melts away as what really is reveals itself and that includes our view of 
ourselves. 
 Of course, the spiritual life cannot always be a grand 
theophany. We could not possibly bear it. Pentecost is like a surge of 
10,000 volts of electricity. We are not built to contain that much 
power for long. We run pretty well on 110 volts most of the time. 
Therefore, it comes to us in stages, as we are able to handle it. That is 
the meaning of the verse, “God will not give us more than we can 
bear.” But the corollary of that statement is that God will also not give 
us less than we can bear. 
 Jesus once told his disciples a strange thing. “Before now you  

Honoring Father’s Day 
 The Chrysanthe Lampros Memorial 
Mothers Tree will remain on the bulletin board 
through the summer, and will be joined by the 
Father’s Day Tree, honoring the love of 
fatherhood on Father’s Day, June 19. Names of 
your loved ones may be placed on the tree for a 
donation of $5.00 per leaf. All of the proceeds to benefit St. George 
Church. For information see or call Irene Sklavouris: 860-223-1364. 

Monthly Meetings of Clubs and Organizations 

Bible Study/ Orthodox Discussion Groups  
Every Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. and every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 1 -  Golden Rascals - 1:00 pm at the New Britain 
   Museum of American Art, Lexington Street 
   (across the street from Saint George) 
Friday, June 3 -  Byzantine Chant for Beginners - 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 7 -  New Britain AHEPA - 7:00 pm 
Tuesday, June 14  -  Parish Council - 6:30 pm 

RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! 
The St. George Church Raffle is underway. Almost half of the tickets 
have already been sold so don’t wait until September to buy yours!  

 

1) $2,000.00 2) $1,000.00 3) $1,000.00   4) $500.00    5) $500.00 
 

Only 250 tickets will be sold. The proceeds from this raffle will be  
used to put brand new air conditioning in the classrooms & altar. 

RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! * RAFFLE! 

PAST PRESIDENTS DINNER 
 We are in the planning stages of having a dinner this Fall to 
honor the Past Presidents of Saint George Church. This will give 
everyone an opportunity to honor those who have served in this 
important position. We currently have two past presidents in our 
community, Angelo Moutogiannis and Artemis Nemphos. We also 
have families of past presidents who we hope to have at the dinner to 
honor their spouse, parent, or grandparent who served the 
community in this great and valued way. Stay tuned for updates. 



 

May 2022 Parish Council Meeting Highlights 
Present - Archimandrite Spyridon Chatzis and 12 Members: 
James Babetas, Despina Benios, Treasurer Eva Dimopoulos, 
Violetta Georgopoulos, VP Jack Isaac, Sue Leppones, President 
Michael T. Michael, Niki Nasiakos, Artemis Nemphos, Donna Rados, 
Secretary Irene Sklavouris, & Michael Stamos. 
Not present - Jim Loukopoulos & Perry Moustakakis 
 

1. Fr. Spyridon and Pres. Michael will be attending the upcoming 
Clergy-Laity meeting in July. 

2. The ‘22 Dionysos Festival discussions 
Chairmen needs, advertising details, timing 

3.   St George Raffle - only 250 tickets, proceeds for AC in altar and      
classrooms. 

The New Britain Daughters of Penelope is hosting a  

BEER TASTING at 5 CHURCHES BREWING!  
193 Arch Street in New Britain on Sunday, June 5 at 2 p.m. 

There is LIMITED SEATING so RESERVATIONS are NECESSARY! 

First come, first served, so  

don’t be left thirsty & jealous! 

$35 includes beer flights,  

apps, & a pizza buffet. 

See Irene Sklavouris to reserve your crew. 

All members of the  

Saint George Church community  

are invited and welcomed to join the fun at   

The AHEPA Family Picnic! 

after services on  

Sunday, June 12, 2022  

at Churchill Park at  

1991 Main Street in Newington. 

 So it happened there that several brothers received him 
happily and peacefully, while several others, at the instigation of the 
devil, simply hated him. Each time he was faced with temptation from 
them he would take out his scroll and read it until he felt at peace, and 
then resolve to endure to the end everything that should come his 
way. The brothers who felt suspicious of him went to the high priest  
and said, “Father, that new monk is a sorcerer. He has a magic spell 
written on a piece of parchment. We have to kick him out of the 
monastery.” Now, the high priest was a wise man. He came to the 
brother one evening while he slept, he opened the scroll and read it, 
only to find those words encouraging patience. 
 The next day the high priest called the monk and the other 
brothers who were against him and said, “What do you have to say 
against this brother?” They said, “He is a sorcerer.” The high priest 
asked the brother, “What do you have to say about this?” “Forgive 
me, “Forgive me, fathers and brothers. As you decide, so shall it be.” 
Then the high priest said, “Take his scroll and read it, then do with him 
whatever you wish.” The brothers took the parchment and read, “Stay 
in this monastery, and no matter what happens, endure it all.” Then 
the brothers were ashamed and asked forgiveness of the high priest. 
He said, “Why are you asking my forgiveness? Ask God for forgiveness 
for yourselves and for your souls, and ask it also of this brother.”  
            Archimandrite Tikhon, OrthoChristian.com 
  

 We cannot call ourselves Christians, we cannot hope to be 
together with Christ in the Kingdom of Heaven, without being, 
according to our strength, His co-strugglers on the way of the cross—
the way of our Lord, who was incarnate, was crucified and ascended 
for the sake of each of our souls. May the Lord grant that on this feast 
of the Ascension our souls might ascend to a joyful life in this world, 
to true Christian courage, to 
patience that triumphs over all 
trials and sorrows. Go proudly 
through this beautiful and 
wondrous world, which the Lord 
created for us and through which 
He leads us to an even more 
beautiful and wondrous world—
the Kingdom of Heaven.  



2022 Scholarship Applications are Available  
Applications for the following scholarships  

can be found on the table outside of the church office. 
 

Ladies Philoptochos Society Euphemia Chapter No. 72 Scholarship 
 This scholarship is offered to a high school senior 
planning on entering college in September. Parents must 
be members in good standing of St. George Greek 
Orthodox Church of New Britain.  
 Please return completed applications to 

scholarship chairman Violetta Georgopoulos by June 5, 2022. 
 

The Order of AHEPA, Elpis Chapter #117 Scholarship 
 This scholarship is open to a member 
or child of a member of AHEPA - Elpis 
Chapter 117, or a member or child of a 
member of Daughters of Penelope - Eretria 
Chapter 138, for four or more years. The 

applicant must be a current high school senior attending college in 
the fall of 2022, or currently an undergraduate student or graduate 
student with a GPA of 2.5 or better. Details can be found with the 
applications, which must be submitted by September 15, 2022. 
 

The Demetrius Kounaris Memorial Scholarship 
 This scholarship will be awarded to a student who 
has combined academic achievement and service to St. 
George Church in New Britain. Financial need will also be 
considered. The applicant or parents of the applicant 
must be a member in good standing of St. George Church 
and must be a full time college student (graduate or undergraduate) 
in the fall of 2022. Details can be found with the applications, which 
must be submitted by September 15, 2022. 

 

Sunday School & Greek School Graduations  
will be held on Sunday, June  19, 2022. 

 
 
 
 

 

 Congratulations, students, and thank you, teachers!! 

We hope there will be a good turnout to support the  
children and staff of the St. George Schools. 

 Ascension 
June 2 

 Ascension Thursday is 
celebrated forty days after Easter 
Sunday and ten days prior to 
Pentecost. Ascension Day 
prepares the way for the coming 
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  
 Christ ascended as a 
person not for His sake but for us, 
in order to open to us the path 
towards full unification with God. 
He said to His apostles: «I go to 
prepare a place for you, and if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and receive you to Myself» (John 14:23). This, which He 
said 40 days after His Resurrection, had begun to materialize, 
continues to materialize today and will be materializing to the ‘end 
of days’. The meaning of today’s feast can be found in the words of 
the Ancient Church greeting of His disciples: «Christ is in our midst!» 
and the answer «He is and shall be!». Christ is with us and among 
us, when we live with love, truth, humility and patience. We only 
have to make a sincere effort towards unity with Christ and each 
other. May we also receive, as did the apostles, the spiritual joy and 
blessing from our Lord Jesus Christ whom Ascended in Glory!  
 “There once lived a monk in a monastery, where thirty 
brothers liked him but three did not, and the latter constantly 
insulted and hurt him. Out of faintheartedness that monk decided to 
leave the monastery, hoping to find a better situation. He moved 
into another monastery, but there he found twenty brothers who 
liked him, and five who treated him with contempt. Again he could 
not bear it and moved to another monastery. In this new monastery 
there were three brothers on his side, and twenty against him. And 
so on…When he had completely run out of strength and finally 
understood the peril of this fruitless cycle, he stopped at the door of 
the first monastery that he found on his path, took a piece of 
parchment and wrote on it: “Stay here in this monastery and endure 
everything.” 



Father’s Day 
 I love the title of one of Dr. James Dobson’s books: Parenting 
Isn’t For Cowards. As a father of three, I, too, know that raising kids is 
not for the faint of heart. 
 I remember reading about a guy who stopped in the grocery 
store on the way home from work to pick up a couple of items for his 
wife. He wandered around aimlessly for a while searching out the 
needed groceries. As is often the case in the grocery store, he kept 
passing this same shopper in almost every aisle. It was another father 
trying to shop with a totally uncooperative three year old boy in the 
cart. The first time they passed, the three year old was asking over 
and over for a candy bar. Our observer couldn’t hear the entire 
conversation. He just heard Dad say, “Now, Billy, this won’t take 
long.” As they passed in the nest aisle, the 3-year-old’s pleas had 
increased several octaves. Now Dad was quietly saying, “Billy, just 
calm down. We will be done in a minute.” 
 When they passed near the dairy case, the kid was screaming 
uncontrollably. Dad was still keeping his cool. In a very low voice he 
was saying, “Billy, settle down. We are almost out of here.” The Dad 
and his son reached the check out counter just ahead of our observer. 
He still gave no evidence of losing control. The boy was screaming and 
kicking. Dad was very calmly saying over and over, “Billy, we will be in 
the car in just a minute and then everything will be OK.” 
 The bystander was impressed beyond words. After paying for 
his groceries, he hurried to catch up with this amazing example of 
patience and self-control just in time to hear him say again, “Billy, 
we’re done. It’s going to be OK.” He tapped the patient father on the 
shoulder and said, “Sir, I couldn’t help but watch how you handled 
little Billy. You were amazing.”  
 Dad replied, “He’s Daniel. I’m Billy!” 
 Fatherhood can be a challenge! Of course, there are no 
guarantees. All of us know that after a certain point we have no 
control over the actions and decisions of our children. Despite the fact 
that everyone of us who love and know Jesus want our families to 
follow, that does not always happen for lots of reasons. But I am sure 
of this, the deeper, the more genuine, the more sincere and personal 
our faith, the more likely it will rub off on those around us.  
 

From Father’s Day: The Faith of a Father by Roger W. Thomas  

 
Memory Eternal ~ Rest in Peace 

 

James Mourkas 
 James “Jim” Charles Mourkas 
peacefully passed away on April 1.  Jim 
was born in Concord, NH and moved to 
Bristol, CT. In 1946, Jim enlisted in the 
US Army, and served in Japan until 
February of 1948. Afterwards, Jim went 
to Yale University, then worked at Jones 
and Laughlin Steel Corporation for 30 
years. Later he moved to Chicago where 
Jim finished his career working in the 
steel division of LTV. 
Jim was preceded in death by his 

parents, his second wife Kathleen Mangan Mourkas, his sister 
Alice Poulos, and his niece Diane Polezonis. He is survived by his 
children Anthony “George” (Anne) Mourkas, Catherine 
(William) Kastner, and Melissa Mourkas; his grandchildren 
Margaret (Shawn) Rogers, Lt. Michael (Mariel) Mourkas, USN; 
his nephew Dr. Stephen (Mary) Polezonis; his cousins Dorothy 
Spanos and Evelyn Joseph; his first wife Mary “Mimi” McCorison 
Mourkas; as well as many other relatives and friends.  
 

Georgios Hasiotis 
Georgios Hasiotis passed away peacefully on Sunday, May 8. 

Born in Elatoxori, Greece, Georgios was 
a New Britain and Berlin resident before 
moving to Middletown. He was formerly 
employed as a chef and was the owner 
of Brothers Two in New Britain before 
retiring. He is survived by his loving wife, 
Niki (Karameliou) Hasiotis; his son 
Kostas Hasiotis, wife Amy Barry, 
grandchildren Niko and Athena Hasiotis; 
and his son Athanasios Hasiotis, wife 
Jessica Hasiotis, grandchildren Alexa and 
Luccas Hasiotis. 



 THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR HELP AT THE 

2022 DIONYSOS FESTIVAL!  
We are especially grateful to the members of the parish council who 
worked long hours, and to those members who agreed to chair the 
various committees. We could never do this without YOU! 

Here’s a “blast 
from the past”! 
The first Dionysos 
Festival, 1984, in 
the still new hall! 

Now here’s a 

peek at the 

present day... 



 

Photo credits to Maria Tsa, Stella DeLuca & Stamatis Kounaris. Taken from St. George Facebook. Thank you so much for sharing! 


