
May at a Glance… 
Please return your festival volunteer forms to the church 

office as soon as possible. Come with your friends and 
family to make it more fun for everyone! 

Bible Study:  
Every Tuesday 11am and every Thursday 6:30pm.  

 

Sun., May 1  SPRING PARISH ASSEMBLY 
   The Sunday of Thomas 
Tues., May 3  New Britain AHEPA Meeting, 7pm 
Wed., May 4  Golden Rascals Meeting, 1pm 
Fri., May 6  Byzantine Chant for Beginners, 11:30am 
Sun., May 8  The Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearers 
   Mother’s Day 
Tues., May 10 Philoptochos Meeting, 12:30pm 
   Parish Council Meeting, 6:30pm 
Sun., May 15 The Sunday of the Paralytic 
   Meriden Daughters of Penelope Meeting 
   The JUNE monthly bulletin deadline 
Wed., May 18 Mid-Pentecost 
Fri., May 20  Dionysos Greek Festival!! 11am-1am 
Sat., May 21  Dionysos Greek Festival!! 11am-1am 
Sun., May 22 The Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 
   Dionysos Greek Festival!! 12 noon-8pm 
Sun., May 29 The Sunday of the Blind Man 
Mon., May 30 Memorial Day (office closed) 
 

...June in Advance! 

Wed., June 1 The Apodosis of PASCHA 
Thurs., June 2 Holy Ascension 
Sun., June 5  Philoptochos Scholarship deadline 
Sat., June 11  The Saturday of the Souls 
Sun., June 12 Holy Pentecost 
Sun., June  19 The Sunday of All Saints 
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Honoring Mothers Day 
 A "Memorial Tree" 
honoring the Love of 
motherhood will be displayed in 
time for Mother’s Day, May 
8th. Names of your loved ones 
may be placed on the tree for a 
donation of $5.00 per leaf. We 
will follow this with a memorial 
tree dedicated to our fathers, to 
be displayed in time for Father’s 
Day, June 19. Proceeds to 
benefit St. George.  

For information see or call Irene Sklavouris: 860-223-1364. 

Monthly Meetings of Clubs and Organizations 
Please check with officers of organizations for  

possible changes to meeting times. 
 

Bible Study/ Orthodox Discussion Groups  
Every Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. and every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, May 1 -  The Spring Parish Assembly Meeting 
Tuesday, May 3 -  New Britain AHEPA - 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 4 -  Golden Rascals - 1:00 pm 
Friday, May 6 -  Byzantine Chant for Beginners - 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 10 -  The Philoptochos Society - 12:30 p.m. 
   Parish Council - 6:30 pm 
Sunday, May 15 -  Meriden Daughters of Penelope - after Liturgy 

Community Tablecloths 
 Due to the generosity of 
parishioners and our organizations, we 
now have two sets of cloth tablecloths - 
on black and one champagne, to be 
used by our organizations or church 
members if used on our church premises. To reserve them, please 
contact Violet Georgopoulos or Debbie Benios. All tablecloths must 
be laundered before they are returned. 

The testimony of these disciples is recorded for future generations. We have 
here a transition where we’re moving from Christianity as people who fol-
lowed Jesus, to the Church that will spread across the entire world; and 
there’s a new kind of encounter with Christ, through word and sacra-
ment. But how will Christianity continue when we no longer physically meet 
Jesus?  It’s a little bit like the question Christians are asking themselves today 
across the world: What is my faith without buildings, sacraments, after-
church-coffee and real people? 
 Jesus answers here, ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe’, The non-experience of the new believers is superior 
to that of the apostles. This is the new faith. If your faith can live beyond the 
show of church, the polished chanting, the high ceiling; the familiarity of sac-
raments, then you are truly blessed. 
 And in last week’s Gospel there was an even stronger endorse-
ment. If you remember the Marys have all gone to the tomb to prepare the 
body and found it empty. Upon hearing this Peter and the beloved disciple 
get their daily exercise, running to the empty tomb. Being the hero for this 
community, the beloved disciple, outruns Peter. And then we’re told ‘Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed’.  He saw and believed. But what did he see? He saw an empty 
tomb. He saw nothing. ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe’. 
 Each one of us here has a different story and a different experience 
of faith. We may have an experience sometime in the past that we draw a 
quiet assurance from, we may feel regularly, or occasionally, touched by the 
presence of God, through music, sacrament or the Word.  We may never 
have had any experience of God but still follow what we cannot see because 
we know it’s right, because of our love for our fellow creatures, or because 
our partner does.  But in times of doubt it may comfort us that the hero of 
the most spiritual and theological gospel has not seen and yet came to be-
lieve. That it’s the empty tomb that is the first scene of revelation in all its 
ambiguity, that does not seek to prove God but asks us to trust him. 
 Much of what is most important in the world is what is not seen; from oxy-
gen and gravity to our hidden desires, music played from a window to en-
courage the neighbors, and the invisible God.  The community of the beloved 
disciple has spread throughout the world, but it remains a contested com-
munity, whose experience and belief is always questioned.  
 As we find ourselves once again in the Easter Garden, the empty 
tomb raises its perennial challenge: is it the scene of death or of life? The 
Gospel answers with its 2000-year-old benediction: ‘Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 



RELIGIOUS SERVICES in MAY 2022 

Sunday, May 1 - Thomas Sunday 
Matins at 9:00 a.m. & Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, May 8 - The Sunday of Myrrh Bearing Women 
Happy Mother’s Day 

Matins at 9:00 a.m. & Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, May 15 - The Sunday of the Paralytic 
Matins at 9:00 a.m. & Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 18 - Mid Pentecost 
Matins at 9:30 a.m. & Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, May 22 - The Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 
Matins at 9:00 a.m. & Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, May 29 - The Sunday of the Blind Man 
Matins at 9:00 a.m. & Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, May 1 - SPRING PARISH ASSEMBLY 

ALL GOOD STANDING MEMBERS OF ST GEORGE CHURCH 

FOR 2021 and/or 2022 ARE INVITED AND  

ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND THIS MEETING!  
 
 

The community of Saint George Church is called upon to discuss 
and make decisions concerning all of the members of the parish. 
Topics like the $450 stewardship minimum, the Dionysos and Fall 
Festivals, and others will be discussed. Please come and take part 
in the meeting so that everyone’s voices can be heard. 
 

If you have paid your stewardship commitment for 2021 or if 

you are a new paid member in 2022, you are eligible to 

participate in the 2022 Spring Parish Assembly. 

 

 "Thomas answered 
him, 'My Lord and my God!' 
Jesus said to him, 'Have you 
believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet 
believe.'"                   

(John 20:19-31)  
 
 

 

Sermon by Rev Dr Brutus Green (abridged)  
 

 Why do people come to faith? And why do they lose it? Our spiritual 
journey may be barely perceptible, may look like a steady walk, may be a 
sprint and hide, may all be done at high velocity going backwards. It will have 
different phases related to what’s going on in our lives. Through my mid-
twenties I tried to avoid the two things I hated about Christianity – bad 
sermons, especially long bad sermons, and other Christians, who after all can 
be unfriendly, judgmental and above all dull.  This was somewhat 
ungenerous but eventually I did find a church which I fell in love with, and 
felt I belonged, and again experienced that sense of calling, this time to serve 
as a priest.  If I’m going to have to listen to long, bad sermons I can at least 
give them myself.  
 Now St John’s gospel has an odd character. He’s never given a name 
but referred to just as ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’, or the ‘beloved 
disciple’.  He’s usually understood to be St John, one of the 12 apostles, and 
author of the Gospel.  What is clear, is that for the original readers of the 
Gospel, the beloved disciple is the hero and the disciple with whom that 
particular church had a personal connection. As a follower of Jesus, there at 
the last supper, the crucifixion, running to the empty tomb, it’s his testimony 
that’s the basis for the gospel and the faith of this particular church where 
the Gospel was written.  
  But there’s something funny going on here. Thomas, one of the 
twelve who finally meets the risen Christ in the most physical way: seeing 
and touching the wounded body, proclaiming: ‘My Lord and my God!’ But 
what does Jesus say? ‘Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 
 This is the original end of the Gospel, where the point of the book is 
laid bare, that reading you might believe that Jesus is the Son of God and so 
have life in his name. St John’s Gospel is written as the generation of original 
witnesses to Jesus’ life and resurrection comes to an end.  



2022 Scholarship Applications are Available  
Applications for the following scholarships  

can be found on the table outside of the church office: 
 

Pan Gregorian of CT Charitable Foundation Scholarship 
 The Pan Gregorian of CT Charitable 
Foundation will be awarding six $2,500 scholarships 
to six students from Orthodox parishes in CT. High 
school seniors, residing in CT, attending four-year 
college in the fall, with character, leadership, and 
achievement should apply! Completed applications must be 
postmarked by May 27, 2022. 
 

Ladies Philoptochos Society Euphemia Chapter No. 72 Scholarship 
 This scholarship is offered to a high school 
senior planning on entering college in September. 
Parents must be members in good standing of St. 
George Greek Orthodox Church of New Britain.  
 Please return completed applications to 

scholarship chairman Violetta Georgopoulos by June 5, 2022. 
 

The Order of AHEPA, Elpis Chapter #117 Scholarship 
 This scholarship is open to a member 
or child of a member of AHEPA-Elpis Chapter 
117, or a member or child of a member of 
Daughters of Penelope-Eritrea Chapter 138, 
for four or more years. The applicant must 

be a current high school senior attending college in the fall of 2022, or 
currently an undergraduate student or graduate student with a GPA 
of 2.5 or better. Details can be found with the applications, which 
must be submitted by September 15, 2022. 
 

The Demetrius Kounaris Memorial Scholarship 
 This scholarship will be awarded to a student who has 
combined academic achievement and service to St. George Church in 
New Britain. Financial need will also be considered. The applicant or 
parents of the applicant must be a member in good standing of St. 
George Church and must be a full time college student (graduate or 
undergraduate) in the fall of 2022. Details can be found with the 
applications, which must be submitted by September 15, 2022. 

 

He had believed in Christ when, at the beginning of His preaching 
of salvation, he came to Him by night. Nicodemus brought 100 
pounds of myrrh and aloes to scent and embalm the body of Christ 
out of reverence and love (John 19:39) 

  

 Jesus turned things upside down by proclaiming joy to the 
world through the Cross. He raised to great prominence these 
humble women who would otherwise be unknown to the world. 
He gave them an integral role in proclaiming the Good News to the 
world (Mark 16:1-10), through they witness, that the sting of death 
has been overcome through Jesus’ rising from the dead. Life 
reigns! As long as the Gospel is proclaimed, we will celebrate the 
memory of the Myrrh bearing Women and rejoice with them.                                    
www.asceticlifeofmotherhood.com 

 

The noble Joseph, taking down  

thy most pure Body from the Tree, 

Wrapped it in clean linen and sweet spices  

and laid it in a new tomb. 

But on the third day thou didst rise, 

O Lord, granting the world great mercy. 

Verily, the angel came to the tomb  

and said to the ointment-bearing women, 

"the ointment is meet for the dead, 

but Christ is shown to be remote from corruption. 

But cry ye, 'The Lord is risen,  

granting the world the Great Mercy.'" 

You did command the myrrh-bearers  

to rejoice, O Christ! 

By Your Resurrection, You did stop  

the lamentation of Eve, O God! 

You did command Your apostles to preach:  

The Savior is Risen! 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Angel
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Christ


 
St. George Greek Orthodox Church 

Spring Parish Assembly Meeting Agenda 
 

Sunday, May 1, 2022 
 

I. Opening Ceremony 
 

II. Prayer 
 

III. Elections 
 - Chairperson 
 - Recording Secretary 
 

IV. November 2021 Parish Assembly Minutes 
 

V. 2021 Financial Reports 
 

VI. Fundraising Reports 
 

VII.  Acting President’s Report 
 

VIII.   Father’s Report 
 

IX.  Ladies’ Philoptochos Society Report 
 

X.  Sunday School Report 
 

XI.  Greek School Report 
 

XII.  Old Business 
 

XIII.  New Business 
 

XIV.  For the Good of the Parish 
 

XV.   Adjournment 

 

The Myrrh Bearing Women 
 

 On this day we remember 
the women who went to Jesus’ 
tomb to anoint His body, only to 
discover it empty. The Myrrh 
bearing Women did not 
mysteriously disappear following 
the Resurrection of Christ. There 
were many of them, and we have 
the names: Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of Joseph the 
Little and Jose, Salome, Mary of 
Clopas, Mary and Martha, the 
sisters of Lazarus, Susanna, and 
the mother of the sons of 

Zebedee. Our Holy Fathers also include Mary the “mother of Jesus,” 
as she is referred to in John 19:25, who we see and know was at the 
foot of the Cross. 

 They ministered unto Him with their own possessions, even 
during His crucifixion and entombment; and afterwards, neither 
losing faith in Him after His death, nor fearing the wrath of the 
Jewish rulers, they came to the tomb, bearing the myrrh-oils they 
had prepared to annoint His body. It is because of the myrrh-oils, 
that these God-loving women brought to the tomb of Jesus that 
they are called the Myrrh-bearers. We know the names of only 
seven of these women: Mary Magdalene; Mary the Mother of James 
and Joses; Joanna the wife of Chuza; Salome the mother of the sons 
of Zebedee; Susanna; and Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus. 

 Together with them we celebrate also the secret disciples of 
Jesus, Joseph and Nicodemus. Joseph of Arimathea was a rich and 
noble man, and a member of the Privy Council of Jerusalem. He 
dared to ask Pilate for the undefiled body of our Savior, which he 
took and buried in his own tomb. Accompanying Joseph to the 
sepulcher was Nicodemus, who was one of the leaders of the 
Pharisees.  

                   →   



 
 
 

  
  
  

          

         It’s a 

Mother’s  
Love that 

bears fruit. 

Happy Mother’s Day 
To all those nurturing women  

who have helped raise us,  
who lifted us up, and  

who made us who we are today. 

A Mother plants her love  

in her child’s heart and soul  

A Mother’s Love is like a garden,  

her children are the seeds. 
and as they grow she tends to them, 

fulfilling all  
their  

needs. 

All things  

grow better  
with a                                         
Mother’s                                                        
Love.                                                     

"Jesus said to her, 'Everyone 
who drinks of this water will 
thirst again, but whoever 
drinks of the water that I shall 
give him will never thirst; the 
water that I shall give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal 
life.' The woman said to him, 
'Sir, give me this water, that I 
may not thirst, nor come here 
to draw.”  

(John 4:5-42) 
  

 Photini the Samaritan 
Woman came to the well to fill 
her water pot to sustain 
physical life but left with 

something much more—living water that quenched her spiritual 
thirst. Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan Woman is notable for 
several reasons. It was considered inappropriate for Jesus, as a 
teacher, as a male, and as a Jew, to engage in conversation with such a 
person. Samaritans were considered heretics—former Jews who had 
apostatized from the true faith. Sometimes the most unlikely people 
serve as His most convincing witnesses.  
 The Samaritan woman goes off, leaving her water pot behind. 
She goes to her fellow countrymen: ‘Come, see a man, which told me 
all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?’ Faith in Christ has not 
only begun to shine in her soul, but she now takes upon herself a 
certain ministry, an apostleship. This apostleship is fruitful, because 
the Samaritans leave the city and come out to witness. Witness is 
quite different from preaching. The preacher says: ‘Believe this’ or ‘Do 
this’. The witness says: ‘This is what happened to me’. There is much 
greater efficacy, much greater persuasive power, in bearing witness 
than in preaching.  
 We are not all called to preach, but each person can, in his own 
sphere, bear simple and humble witness to the graces that have been 
granted to him.  
 

Center for Family Care of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America  



Understanding the Sacraments of the Orthodox Church 
by Rev. Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald 

 
 One of the best-known prayers of the Orthodox Church speaks of 
the spirit of God being "present in all places and filling all things." This 
profound affirmation is basic to Orthodoxy's understanding of God and 
His relationship to the world. We believe that God is near to us. Although 
He can’t be seen, God is not detached from His creation. Through the 
persons of The Risen Christ and the Holy Spirit, God is present and active 
in our lives and in the creation about us. Our life and the creation of 
which we are part, points, to and reveals God. 
 There are special experiences in our life as Christians when the 
perception of God's presence is heightened and celebrated. We call these 
events of the Church Sacraments. Traditionally, the Sacraments have 
been known as Mysteries in the Orthodox Church. This description 
emphasizes that in these special events of the Church, God discloses 
Himself through the prayers and actions of His people. 
 Not only do the Sacraments disclose and reveal God to us, but 
also they serve to make us receptive to God. All the Sacraments affect 
our personal relationship to God and to one another. The Holy Spirit 
works through the Sacraments. He leads us to Christ who unites us with 
the Father. By participating, we grow closer to God and to receive the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. This process of deification, or theosis, as it is 
known by Orthodoxy, takes place not in isolation from others, but within 
the context of a believing community. Although the Sacraments are 
addressed to each of us by name, they are experiences which involve the 
entire Church. 
 The Sacraments are composed of prayers, hymns, scripture 
lessons, gestures and processions. Many parts of the services date back 
to the time of the Apostles. The Orthodox Church has avoided reducing 
the Sacraments to a particular formula or action. Often, a whole series of 
sacred acts make up a Sacrament. Most of the Sacraments use a portion 
of the material of creation as an outward and visible sign of God's 
revelation. Water, oil, bread and wine are but a few of the many 
elements which the Church employs in her Worship. The use of the 
material of creation reminds us that matter is good and can become a 
medium of the Spirit. Most importantly, it affirms the central truth of the 
Christian faith: that God became flesh in Jesus Christ and entered into 
the midst of creation thereby redirecting the cosmos toward its vocation 
to glorify its Creator. 

Understanding Sacraments, page 4 
 

Holy Orders 
The Holy Spirit preserved the continuity of the Church through 
the Sacrament of Holy Orders. Through ordination, men who 
have been chosen from within the Church are set apart by the 
Church for special service to the Church. Each is called by God 
through His people to stand amid the community, as pastor and 
teacher, and as the representative of the parish before the 
Altar. Each is also a living icon of Christ among His people. 
According to Orthodox teaching, the process of ordination 
begins with the local congregation; but the bishop alone, who acts in the 
name of the universal Church, can complete the action. He does so with 
the invocation of the Holy Spirit and the imposition of his hands on the 
person being ordained. 
Following the custom of the Apostolic Church, there are three major 
orders each of which requires a special ordination. These are Bishop, who 
is viewed as a successor of the Apostles, Priest and Deacon, who act in 
the name of the Bishop. Each order is distinguished by its pastoral 
responsibilities. Only a Bishop may ordain. Often, other titles and offices 
are associated with the three orders. The Orthodox Church permits men 
to marry before they are ordained. Since the sixth century, Bishops have 
been chosen from the celibate clergy. 
 

Anointing of the Sick (Holy Unction) 
When one is ill and in pain, this can very often be a time of life 
when one feels alone and isolated. The Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick, or Holy Unction as it is also known, 
remind us that when we are in pain, either physical, emotional, 
or spiritual, Christ is present with us through the ministry of his 
Church. He is among us to offer strength to meet the 
challenges of life, and even the approach of death. 

As with Chrismation, oil is also used in this Sacrament as a sign of God's 
presence, strength, and forgiveness. After the reading of seven epistle 
lessons, seven gospel lessons and the offering of seven prayers, which 
are all devoted to healing, the priest anoints the body with the Holy Oil. 
Orthodoxy does not view this Sacrament as available only to those who 
are near death. It is offered to all who are sick in body, mind, or spirit. 
The Church celebrates the Sacrament for all its members during Holy 
week on Holy Wednesday. 



Understanding the Sacraments, page 3 
 

Confession 
As members of the Church, we have responsibilities to one 
another and, of course, to God. When we sin, our relationship 
to God and to others becomes distorted. Sin is ultimately 
alienation from God, from our fellow human beings, and from 
our own true self which is created in God's image and likeness. 
Confession is the Sacrament through which our sins are 
forgiven, and our relationship to God and to others is restored 
and strengthened. Through the Sacrament, Christ our Lord 

continues to heal those broken in spirit and restore the Father's love 
those who are lost. According to Orthodox teaching, the penitent confess 
to God and is forgiven by God. The priest is the sacramental witness who 
represents both Christ and His people. The priest is viewed not as a 
judge, but as a physician and guide. It is an ancient Orthodox practice for 
every Christian to have a spiritual father to whom one turns for spiritual 
advice and counsel. Confession can take place on any number of 
occasions. The frequency is left the discretion of the individual. In the 
event of serious sin, however, confession is a necessary preparation for 
Holy Communion. 
 

Marriage 
God is active in our lives. It is He who joins a man and a woman 
in a relationship of mutual love. The Sacrament of Marriage 
bears witness to His action. Through this Sacrament, a man and 
a woman are publicly joined as husband and wife. They enter 
into a new relationship with each other, God, and the Church. 
Since Marriage is not viewed as a legal contract, there are no 
vows in the Sacrament. According to Orthodox teachings, 
Marriage is not simply a social institution, it is an eternal 
vocation of the kingdom. A husband and a wife are called by the holy 
Spirit not only to live together but also to share their Christian life 
together so that each, with the aid of the other, may grow closer to God 
and become the persons they are meant to be. In the Orthodox Marriage 
Service, after the couple have been betrothed and exchanged rings, they 
are crowned with "crowns of glory and honor" signifying the 
establishment of a new family under God. Near the conclusion of the 
Service, the husband and wife drink from a common cup which is 
reminiscent of the wedding of Cana and which symbolized the sharing of 
the burdens and joys of their new life together. 

The Eucharist 
The Holy Eucharist, or the Divine Liturgy, is the central and most 
important worship experience of the Orthodox Church. Often 
referred to as the "Sacrament of Sacraments", it is the Church's 
celebration of the Death and Resurrection of Christ offered every 
Sunday and Holy day. All the other Sacraments of the Church lead 
toward and flow from the Eucharist, which is at the center of the 
life of the Church. The previous pamphlet in this series was devoted to the 
meaning and celebration of the Eucharist in the Orthodox Church. 

 

Baptism 
The Sacrament of Baptism incorporates us into the Church, the 
Body of Christ, and is our introduction to the life of the Holy Trinity. 
Water is a natural symbol of cleansing and newness of life. Through 
the three-fold immersion in the waters of Baptism in the Name of 
the Holy Trinity, one dies to the old ways of sin and is born to a new 
life in Christ. Baptism is one's public identification with Christ Death 

and victorious Resurrection. Following the custom of the early Church, 
Orthodoxy encourages the baptism of infants. The Church believes that the 
Sacrament is bearing witness to the action of God who chooses a child to be 
an important member of His people. From the day of their baptism, children 
are expected to mature in the life of the Spirit, through their family and the 
Church. The Baptism of adults is practiced when there was no previous 
baptism in the name of the Holy Trinity. 
 

Chrismation 
The Sacrament of Chrismation (Confirmation) immediately follows 
baptism. As the ministry of Christ was enlivened by the Spirit, and 
the preaching of the Apostles strengthened by the Spirit, so is the life 
of each Orthodox Christian sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Chrismation, 
which is often referred to as one's personal Pentecost, is the 
Sacrament which imparts the Spirit in a special way. In the 
Sacrament of Chrismation, the priest anoints the various parts of the body of 
the newly-baptized with Holy Oil saying: "The seal of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit." The Holy Oil, which is blessed by the bishop, is a sign of consecration 
and strength. The Sacrament emphasizes the truths that not only is each 
person a valuable member of the Church, but also each one is blessed by the 
Spirit with certain gifts and talents. The anointing also reminds us that our 
bodies are valuable and are involved in the process of salvation. 
The Sacraments of initiation always are concluded with the distribution of 
Holy Communion to the newly-baptized. Ideally, this takes place within the 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy. This practice reveals that Orthodoxy views 
children from their infancy as important members of the Church. There is 
never time when the young are not part of God's people. 



St George Spreads 
Easter Cheer in New Britain 

 

On behalf of Saint George Church, 
Archimandrite Spyridon Chatzis 
joined ladies of the Philoptochos 
to deliver Easter baskets to the 
New Britain Fire Department, the 

New Britain Police 
Department, and the New 
Britain Mayor’s office. The 
baskets were well received 
and even New Britain Mayor 
Erin Stewart came out to 
make an appearance and to 

pose for our pictures.  
Our thanks to all of 
you who baked 
goodies for the 
baskets. We could not 
have done this 
without you!  This 
would be a wonderful 
annual tradition to 
start here in our 
community.   



Altar Items are Received with Humility and Gratitude 
 

 We are so very honored to have the new altar items pictured 
here. The beautiful altar cloth with gold thread, embellishments and 
likeness of Saint George, and the handheld censer with the silver 
detail, bells, and likeness of the Holy Theotokos were donated by 

brothers James and John Sfiridis 
in loving memory of their dear 
mother Efrosini Sfiridis (Flossie) 
and their dear aunt Aspasia 
Ploutzouri (Bessie Tierney). The 
tall veneration candleholders 
with the striking hand painted 
blue and gold and the crystal 
accents were donated by Steven 
Papachristou.  

 

The two three-armed 
stainless candelabras 
with the compelling 
ability to remove the 
arms to become single 
candlesticks, were 
donated by Despina 
Benios. They are 
pictured here with the 
reliquary, which was 
introduced on the Feast 
Day of Saint George the Great Martyr last month. Each metal item was 
etched and the cloth embroidered with the names of those who 
donated to our beloved Saint George Church. 
 

 Additional monetary donations were made towards future 
altar items by Lou Frangos and George Bikakis. If you attended the 
Pancake Breakfast or Loukoumades Sunday, then YOU were a part of 
the contributions as well! The Meriden Chapter of the Daughters of 
Penelope donated the income of their pancake breakfast. We would 
be remiss if we did not thank Athanasia Morikis, for coming up with 
the idea and for preparing the loukoumades for Loukoumades Sunday, 
from which all of the income was donated.  
 

Additionally, we thank Georgia Nasiakos for purchasing the new floors 
for the office! Although this is another 
story for another day..! 
 

 If you are interested in assisting 
to purchase other items  for St. George 

Church to use for 
many years to 
come, please do 
not hesitate to 
see Father 
Spyridon after 
services or call to 
discuss options 
and details. 
 

 



(The Catechetical Paschal Homily of our Father Among the Saints,  
St. John Chrysostom) 

 

Christ is Risen my brothers, 
 

 What greater joy than the joy of the Resurrection that takes the 
place of the common greetings until the day of the apodosis of the 
feast of Easter, thus conveying everywhere the joyful message of the 
Resurrection. The Resurrection of Christ that takes place, as we read in 
the short excerpt from the catechism of St. John I quote above, is the 
principle cause of our resurrection. 
 If we believe in the Resurrection of the Lord then we must have 
the certainty of our own resurrection and carry the joy that comes 
from the event always. If we have learned anything from the course of 
Lent and our preparation for the Resurrection, it is to work constantly 
with unconditional love in Christ. This is not something that is over 
and we leave it behind because Easter is over. It is a conquest that 
changes our lives, grows our patience, targets the heavens. 
 "If there are devout and God-loving people here, let them enjoy 
this beautiful, radiant festival" (John Chrysostom). If anyone is devout 
and loves God let them enjoy this glorious feast. On this occasion I 
thank you all for participating in the Easter services and ask you not to 
give up the good habit of church, even after the holidays. Frequent 
church visits bring blessings to our lives and allow the Holy Spirit to 
positively transform us and prepare us for the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 This month we have no midweek services other than Mid-
Pentecost on Wednesday, May 18. This day stands between the 
Resurrection and Pentecost and is a great holiday for our church.  
 We are looking forward to seeing you at the Church Festival on 
May 20-22. Those interested in helping please let us know. The 
slightest help is invaluable. 
 

Christ is Risen! Truly risen! 

 
 

(Λόγος Κατηχητήριος Αγ. Ιωάννου του Χρυσοστόμου)  
Χριστό ς Ανέ στη αδέλφόι  μόυ,  

Πόια μέγαλυ τέρη χαρα  από  την χαρα  της αναστα σέως πόυ παι ρνέι την 
θέ ση των κόινω ν πρόσφωνη σέων και αντιφωνη σέων μέ χρι και την ημέ ρα 
της από δόσης της έόρτη ς τόυ Πα σχα, μέταφέ ρόντας έ τσι πανταχό θέν τό 
χαρμό συνό μη νυμα της Αναστα σέως. Της Αναστα σέως τόυ Χριστόυ  πόυ 
γι νέται, ό πως διαβα ζόυμέ και στό μικρό  από σπασμα από  τόν κατηχητη ριό 
λό γό τόυ Αγ. Ιωα ννόυ πόυ παραθέ τω παραπα νω, αρχη  και αιτι α της δικη ς 
μας αναστα σέως.   

Αν πιστέυ όυμέ στην Ανα σταση τόυ Κυρι όυ τό τέ πρέ πέι να έ χόυμέ την 
βέβαιό τητα της δικη ς μας αναστα σέως και να μέταφέ ρόυμέ την χαρα  πόυ 
πηγα ζέι από  τό γέγόνό ς παντόυ . Αν μα θαμέ κα τι από  την πόρέι α της 
σαρακόστη ς και της πρόέτόιμασι ας μας για την Ανα σταση αυτό  έι ναι να 
δόυλέυ όυμέ συνέ χέια μέ την απρόυ πό θέτη έν Χριστω  αγα πη και αυτό  δέν 
έι ναι κα τι πόυ τέλέι ωσέ και τό αφη νόυμέ πι σω έπέιδη  τό Πα σχα πέ ρασέ. 
Ει ναι μια κατα κτηση πόυ αλλα ζέι την ζωη  μας, μέγαλω νέι την υπόμόνη  
μας, στόχόθέτέι  στα έπόυρα νια.  

«Eἴ τις έυ σέβη ς και  φιλό θέός, ἀπολαυέτω τη ς καλη ς ταυ της και  λαμπρα ς 
πανηγυ ρέως» (Ιω.Χρυσόστομος)  Αν κάποιος έχει ευσέβεια και αγαπάει τον θεό ας 
απολαύσει αυτό το λαμπρό πανηγύρι μας λέει η αρχή του λόγου από τον 
οποίο δανείστηκα το παράθεμα με το οποίο ξεκινήσαμε και με την ευκαιρία 
αυτή να σας ευχαριστήσω που συμμετείχατε όλοι στις ακολουθίες του 
Πάσχα και να σας παρακαλέσω να μην αφήνετε την καλή συνήθεια του 
εκκλησιασμού ακόμα και μετά τις γιορτές. Ο συχνός εκκλησιασμός φέρνει 
ευλογία στις ζωές μας και επιτρέπει στο Άγιο Πνεύμα να μας αλλοιώνει 
θετικά και να μας προετοιμάζει για την Βασιλεία των Ουρανών.  

Αυτόν τον μήνα δεν έχουμε άλλες μεσοβδόμαδες ακολουθίες εκτός από 
την Μεσοπεντηκοστή την Τετάρτη 18 Μαϊου. Η μέρα αυτή στέκεται 
ανάμεσα στην Ανάσταση και την Πεντηκοστή και είναι μεγάλη εορτή για την 
εκκλησία μας. Θα έχουμε Θεία Λειτουργία.  

Σας περιμένουμε στο Φεστιβάλ της εκκλησίας 20-22 Μαίου. Όσοι 
ενδιαφέρονται να βοηθήσουν παρακαλώ να μας ενημερώσετε. Η παραμικρή 
βοήθεια είναι πολύτιμη.  

 

Death, where is your sting? Hades, where is your victory? Christ is risen and you are 

overthrown. Christ is risen and demons have fallen. Christ is risen and angels rejoice. 

Christ is risen and life rules. Christ is risen and not one dead remains in tomb. For 

Christ, having risen from the dead, has become the firstfruits of those that slept. To 

Him be the glory and the dominion forever. Amen  

Ποῦ σου, θάνατε, τό κέντρον; Ποῦ σου, ἅδη, τό νῖκος; 
Ἀνέστη Χριστός καί σύ καταβέβλησαι. 

Ἀνέστη Χριστός καί πεπτώκασι δαίμονες. 
Ἀνέστη Χριστός καί χαίρουσιν ἄγγελοι. 
Ἀνέστη Χριστός, καί ζωή πολιτεύεται. 

Ἀνέστη Χριστός καί νεκρός οὐδείς ἐπί μνήματος. 
Χριστός γάρ ἐγερθείς ἐκ νεκρῶν, ἀπαρχή τῶν κεκοιμημένων ἐγένετο. Αὐτῶ ἡ δόξα καί 

τό κράτος εἰς τούς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων. Ἀμήν. 


